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Recital and Master Class Reviews:  October 2006 
 
The Transcontinental Piano Duo, comprised of pianists Janice Meyer Thompson and 
Elaine Greenfield, gave a musically inspiring performance Tuesday night, October 24, at 
Point Loma Nazarene University.  Thompson and Greenfield, who have performed 
together since 1990, exhibited great musicianship and versatility in their playing, from 
delicate phrasing and expressive lines to many moments of brilliance and excitement.   
 
They opened with a sensitive interpretation of Myra Hess’s duo piano transcription of 
Bach’s Jesu, Joy of Man’Desiring.  Their Schubert Rondo, D. 821, full of delicate 
nuances and singing lines, was at times playful and witty, at times quietly expressive.   
They followed with riveting performances of Dvorak’s Slavonic Dances, 
Barber’sHesitation-Tango, and Stravinsky’s Russian Dance from “Petrouchka.” 
 
The second half of the program was all Ravel.  First was the delightful and charming 
Mother Goose Suite for one piano, four hands.  The duo closed the program with a 
brilliant and effective performance of Ravel’s La Valse, one of the two duo piano pieces 
on the program.  This was definitely the climactic work of the evening.  According to 
Robert Markow’s program notes, Ravel’s work depicts waltzing couples first emerging 
from the haze, then filling the ballroom full of splendor, finally swirling out of control 
and being overrun with “grinding dissonances” and “wildly erratic rhythms” that “rip 
apart the world of gay Vienna as it crumbles into dust and ruins.” It was an exciting finish 
to a beautifully performed program by the Transcontinental Duo. 
 
Brenda Martin, Piano Professor 
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA 
 
 
 
 
The Transcontinental Piano Duo recently presented a wonderful master class at Point 
Loma Nazarene University.  We found them to be insightful, encouraging, and 
innovative.  There was great energy in their presentation.  They worked well as a team, 
building on each other’s ideas.  The pacing was great, and each student received a 
number of helpful musical and technical suggestions that improved their playing.  The 
Duo drew the audience in, making them part of the class.  Our students left the class 
encouraged and inspired.  
 
Brenda Martin, Piano Professor 
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA 
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